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Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, February 12,

1799, from The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO JAMES MADISON MAD. MSS.

Feb. 12. 99.

I wrote you last on the 5th. which acknoleged yours of Jan. 25. the last at had. Yesterday

the bill for 6. 74's and 6. 18's passed the H. of R. by 54. against 42. And the bill for a new

organization of the army (into regiments of about 1,000.) passed the Senate. The bill

continuing the suspension of intercourse with France & her dependencies has passed both

houses, but the Senate struck out the clauses permitting the President to extend it to other

powers. Toussaint's clause however was retained. Even South Carolinians in the H. of R.

voted for it. We may expect therefore black crews, & supercargoes & missionaries thence

into the southern states; & when that leven begins to work, I would gladly compound with

a great part of our northern country, if they would honestly stand neuter. If this combustion

can be introduced among us under any veil whatever, we have to fear it. We shall this

day press the retaliation bill. It reaches & is expressly founded on the French arret of Oct,

29. 98, communicated to us by the President. It came out from Sedgwick and Stockton in

debate that they had had it from the Secy. of state that he had received a letter from mr.

King informing him of the suspension of that arret. Yet tho' they knew we were legislating

on it, the P. has not communicated it; & the retaliators insist on passing the bill. It is

now acknoleged on all hands, denied on none, & declared by the insurance companies

that during the last 6. months the British depredns. have far exceeded the French. King

has been appointed to enter into a treaty with Russia at London & Phocion Smith was
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yesterday confirmed by the Senate as Envoy extry & M.P. to Constantinople to make a like

treaty with the Turks. To change the moment of a coalition between the Turks, Russians

& English against France to unite us by treaty with that body as openly as they intend to

propose, cannot be misconstrued. I send you under a separate cover the French originals

of Gerry's communcns, one of G: N.'s pamphlets & the Treasury statements of exports &

imports of the last year. Adieu.

P. S. No letter you could write after your receipt of this will find me here.


